
Jewish Ritual Bath MuseuM

In the area and the two display cases dedicated to him, various 
objects and documents related to his life or which belonged to 
him are on display, including a portrait of the time (bequest of 
Charlotte Emile Waldteufel to the City of Bischheim) and his precious 
conductor’s baton.

Emile Waldteufel was born into an 
illustrious family of musicians, and 
was appointed director of music 
for dancing at the court of Emperor 
Napoleon III.
He is considered as the father of the 
French waltz, of which he composed 
more than three hundred, the most 
famous being ”The Skater’s Waltz“ 
and ”The Sirens“. This major figure in 
French music died in Paris in 1915.

emile waldteufel
1837 - 1915
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From september to June : 
tuesday, wednesday and sunday from 2 pm to 6 pm 

saturday from 10 am to 12 pm and from 2 pm to 6 pm
 

in July and august : 
tuesday from 4 pm to 7 pm 

wednesday from 10 am to 12 pm and from 2 pm to 6 pm 
Friday from 10 am to 1 pm

saturday from 10 am to 4 pm

Entrance free
Guided tours on appointment

Audioguide available on request

the Miqveh is part of the “Parcours du judaïsme de Bischheim” 
(Bischheim Judaism trail) for which a brochure is available 
on request in the museum.

Musée du Bain Rituel Juif  
(Jewish Ritual Bath Museum) 

Cour des Boecklin 
17 rue Nationale | 67800 Bischheim 

+33 (0) 3 88 81 49 47 
email : biblio@ville-bischheim.fr

www.ville-bischheim.fr



The property, which was formerly the residence of the noble Boecklin 
de Boecklinsau family, was bought at the end of the 18th century 
by Baruch Levy, a wealthy Jew, who built the mikveh (ritual bath) in 
the basement of the outbuildings. It is one of the most remarkable 
Jewish ritual baths known in Alsace.

The Bischheim mikveh was classified as a historic monument in 1977.
The museum also has an interesting collection of liturgical Jewish 
objects and documents connected with the history of Judaism in 
Bischheim.

In this room, where the history of the Jewish community of Bischheim 
is retraced in a collection of pictures, several beautiful ritual objects 
are on permanent exhibition, including the Torah scrolls which are made 
up of the first five chapters of the Bible (the Pentateuch). These texts, 
written by hand on parchment, are read every Sabbath and on holy days 
in the synagogue. To help him follow the text, the worship leader uses 
the «Yad», literally «hand», the Jewish ritual pointer.

The pool, whose stone lining is situated more than 8.50 metres 
below ground level, was dug in alluvial soil at ground water level. 
Clear water can still be found there even today during heavy rain 
and high water periods.

The underground room is around 4 metres high from the bottom of 
the pool to the vaulted ceiling. Two openings in the ceiling allowed 
hot water to be brought in to warm up the 500 litres of holy water.

The spiral staircase, in the 
Renaissance style, consists of 
48 steps reaching a height of 
7.50 metres in total. It is of the 
helical type: the end of each step 
is cut in such a way as to form 
with the others a central cluster 
of three columns that wind round in a spiral. On at least twenty of 
the steps, the mark of the stone mason can be made out carved 
into the stairway, revealing that they were cut in the last quarter 
of the 16th century.

There are niches carved into sandstone 
blocks set along the walls, which were 
used to hold candles or oil lamps to 
light the way down the stairs and 
the bath.

Half way up there is another room of a surface area of around 
7m2 that was used as a changing room. There was also a chimney 
place to heat the water and raise the ambient temperature a little.

the David sintzheim room
the staircase and the bath

The word “mikveh” or ritual bath means “gathering of the waters” and 
refers to a subterranean pool which must be fed by pure water from 
a natural source, in this case ground water. The laws of purification 
hold an important place in Judaism and every Jewish community 
must have its own mikveh. Ritual immersion in pure water is today 
mainly used for Jewish women at the end of their menstrual cycle 
to allow them to resume marital relations.

the mikveh and ritual purification 
by immersion

Rabbi David Sintzheim was Rabbi in Bischheim before being called to 
sit on the Grand Sanhedrin council, which was convened by Napoleon 
Bonaparte in 1806. He became the first Chief Rabbi of France in 1807.

Spice box used with a cup 
of wine and a candle flame 
to mark the end of the 
Sabbath (4)  

Rimonim : also known as 
Torah crowns. (1)

Ewer for Kiddush wine 
(sanctification of the 
Sabbath and holy days). (3)  

The “Menora” candelabrum,  
lit for eight days during 
Hanukkah in memory of 
the reinauguration of the 
Temple of Jerusalem. (2)
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